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Dedicated to: 
 

All the cruising sailors who have a desire to sail far and wide.  
May this guide provide you with the insights that will make  

your voyage to Haiti an unforgettable experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Map of HAITI with reference to Île à Vache 
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PREFACE  
 

Haiti is a beautiful country with a captivating culture. There is so much 
to see that a cruising boat could pass an entire season in Haiti and never visit 
the same anchorage twice.  However, due to the instability of Haiti and the 
extensive poverty and desperation there, cruising through Haitian waters is 
not a simple matter.   
 

The biggest problem is not pirates or attacks against cruisers; it is that 
you will be overwhelmed in every harbor that you come into.  Give one gift, 
no matter how insignificant, to an innocent child and you will have a wave 
of people at your boat begging for gifts.  Most cruisers are not prepared to 
deal with circumstances such as you will encounter.  As a result Haiti today 
is not a frequented cruising destination. 
 

Additionally, the authorities are not consistent in their dealings with 
arriving yachts.  At some harbors procedures and the application of 
regulations are straightforward.  At other harbors it can become very 
complicated and you can find yourself confronted with corruption and 
demands for you to surrender your passport (the original) until you leave. 
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This guide will provide an overview of a few of the harbors in Haiti.  
They are only a few amongst many.  One day, when Haiti becomes stable, 
this guide will grow to provide the detail warranted for the cruising sailor 
visiting this wonderful island.  Keep in mind that aids to navigation in Haiti 
are highly unreliable. You will find that many are missing or not operating.  
Plan accordingly. 
 

The highlight of this guide is an island off the southwest coast of Haiti. It 
is part of Haiti but for many reasons operates almost independently.  It has a 
long history of catering to yachtsmen and for that reason deserves special 
attention..  

 
 Île à Vache (Cow Island) has a hotel called Port Morgan (www.port-

morgan.com) and you will anchor in front of it.  Aside from a few canoes 
that visit you to sell their wares, you will not be or feel in any way 
threatened.   
 

 
 
  

http://www.port-morgan.com/
http://www.port-morgan.com/
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PORT REFERENCES 
 

The ports referenced in this guide at this time are given counter 
clockwise starting at the Haitian-Dominican Republic border with the 
exception of Île à Vache which will be detailed first. 
 

North Peninsula (north side) 

 
 
 

Fort Liberté Bay Deep bay with good protection 
 

Cap Haïtien  Major port with dock facilities; exposed to  
     northers 

 
Port de Paix  Harbor has poor holding and a surge 

 
Île de la Tortue Anchorage is at Basse Terre 

 
Acul Bay   Very protected 
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West Side 

 
 

Port au Prince  Commercial Harbor 
 
 

 South Peninsula (north side) 

 
 

Baradaires Bay  Beautiful bay with protected anchorage, 
just west of Miragoâne 

 
 

 South Peninsula (south side) 

 
 

Île à Vache   Wonderful anchorage with good protection 
 

Les Cayes   Small town with provisions 
 

Jacmel    Anchorage open to south east winds 
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HEADING SOUTH:  Approaches from the NORTH of Haiti 
 

The Traditional Route 
 

Most boats that make the passage south to the Caribbean come through 
the Bahamas, and then on to the Turks and Caicos Islands. From the Turks 
and Caicos they head for the Dominican Republic entering the north shore at 
Luperón. They then transit the north coast heading east until they reach the 
Bay of Samaná, before crossing the Mona Passage to make their easting to 
the ‘Real Caribbean’.  
 

This mindset causes sailors to beat to windward braving the north coast 
of the Dominican Republic, which is a difficult and dangerous coast.  Once 
at the east end of Hispaniola, which comprises Haiti to the west and the 
Dominican Republic to the east, they must then transit the Mona Passage 
which is never easy, even when it is, given the amount of anxiety that most 
suffer quietly (and some loudly). 
 

The ‘bible’ for this passage, “The Gentleman’s Guide to Passages 
South”, was written by Bruce Van Sant.  Bruce writes extremely well and 
his advice is insightful and put forward with great detail.  
 

Nonetheless, no matter how accurate his advice, the mindset is ‘how to 
get past Hispaniola on your way to the “Caribbean Islands”’. Hispaniola is 
one of the Caribbean islands and “getting past it” to get somewhere else 
defeats the reason we go cruising.  Moreover, to get to Luperón from the 
Bahamas or Turks and Caicos is largely a windward passage -- a very 
windward passage!  Arrivals at Luperón are generally tired and stressed; 
beat up mentally and physically.   
 

Luperón is a very well protected harbor.  It is a mangrove backwater 
which was opened to the sea to provide cruising yachts an anchorage.  
Luperón has little else to offer aside from the friendship of the sailing 
community, albeit that it is a great hurricane hole.   
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Access to the harbor is through shallow water and the water in the harbor 
is foul.  One cannot swim in it or make water from it.  The anchorage is 
often windless and humid.  The water will foul your bottom and all your 
intakes with a hard calcium like growth which is very difficult to remove.  
 

The authorities have a reputation (well earned) for being hard to deal 
with and most often do not follow the standard entry procedures and 
charges.  
 

Why then do so many boats go to Luperón?  
 

They go there because they are heading east and Luperón is the first and 
really the only major anchorage for cruising boats choosing to go east.  
 

Puerto Plata (Ocean World) is just east of Luperón, and has the Ocean 
World complex for those looking for a marina rather than an anchorage. It 
has resident immigration and customs in the marina, as well as an aquarium, 
casino, restaurants and more. Sometimes, in strong northers, there is a surge 
in the marina. Puerto Plata (commercial), still a little further east, is a 
commercial port and not suitable for cruising yachts. 
 

Aside from Luperón and Puerto Plata (Ocean World), the north coast of 
the DR, for all of its distance, has no other safe harbors going east. 
 

There are some stops one may make along the way such as Sosua, Rio 
Grande and Bahía Escondida, but these are small anchorages that are not 
always tenable. They are dangerous in northeasterly or even easterly winds 
with a northerly sea running.  
 

To transit the north coast east on Hispaniola requires really settled 
weather; “a weather window”. It is a very rough wind bound coast and if the 
stops are untenable then one must work a lee coast for the whole distance 
with contrary trade winds and rough seas. 

 
There are times when the wind can subside but finding this window of 

opportunity can be frustrating and time consuming. Once the complexities of 
weather have been considered and you depart, if conditions change, you will 
be caught out with adverse winds and waves pushing you towards an 
inhospitable coastline.   
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Van Sant recommends going down the north coast at night in the ‘night 
shadow’ of the island, caused by the heavier colder wind (katabatic winds) 
primarily from the mountains of the Dominican Republic. 
 

These winds descend after sunset and have a stalling effect on the trades. 
If you get the right “window” (a norther that stalls the trade winds) such a 
strategy makes what is really a tough passage somewhat less exhausting, 
notwithstanding that sailing inshore on a lee coast can be risky and 
dangerous. And if you stand offshore, you may have the trade winds on the 
nose, having lost the moderating effect of the katabatic wind.  
 

Eventually, when you make it to Samaná and take your well deserved 
break, you have to start all over again with the necessity of crossing the 
Mona Passage which can be another very tough passage. 
 
 

The Alternative Strategy 
 

There is an alternative, which will give a much more comfortable and 
rewarding passage; it is to head southwest, not east, after leaving the 
Bahamas.  When you arrive at the southern end of the Bahama chain instead 
of beating to the south and east to get to the Turks and Caicos, free your 
sheets and head south to Great Inagua Island.   
 

This island at the south end of the Bahaman chain is just north of the 
Windward Passage.  Whether you stop at Great Inagua or decide to continue 
on through the passage you will be sailing on a reach to a broad reach in 
most normal trade wind conditions.  
 

If you have a real desire to visit the Turks and Caicos, then when you 
depart the Turks instead of beating to Luperón, free your sheets and head for 
the Bay of Montecristi at the NW end of the DR.  Montecristi is west of 
Luperón.  It is a large and beautiful bay of pristine quality water and is 
protected from all but a NW wind, which is rare.  
 

For virtually total shelter you may choose to go into the canal (enter at 
east side of El Morro) and go into the yacht club.  The back drop of the area 
is El Morro (Punta de la Granja), a beautiful mountain with bleached white 
sand beaches. 
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There are miles of deep water canals to transit by boat or dingy and a 

hospitable yacht club which serves wonderful meals at Dominican prices 
(very inexpensive). Since the water is clean you can swim and you can make 
water (if you have a water maker). Groceries, fuel and supplies are also 
readily available.  
 

Beyond Montecristi are the Seven Brother Cays (Cayos de Los Siete 
Hermanos) offering fabulous anchorages. They are a national park. 
 

To the west of the cays is the town of Manzanillo, which is the last town 
in the Dominican Republic before Haiti. After Manzanillo, you can then set 
out with your sheets free all the while sailing either on a reach or a broad 
reach. 
 

Why do most sailors not take this route?  
 

In part because you have to go west to go east.  Also because of the 
mental image that many have of Haiti and the insurance restrictions that do 
not cover some boats in Haitian waters.   
 

Going through the Windward Passage, leaving Haiti to port, is not the 
same as cruising Haiti as long as your destination isn’t Haiti. You will not 
necessarily be in Haitian waters if you stand off the Haitian coast. (I always 
send an email to my insurance agent when I make this passage indicating my 
destination).  
 

Once on the south side of the island you can set your course for Punta 
Beata which is Dominican Republic territory. The cape at Punta Beata 
extends so far out to the sea as to provide a lee for almost half the distance of 
the island as you head east. 
 

Since the prevailing winds (November through June) will be east to 
northeast this allows for protection from the wind and the seas, giving you in 
most instances an easy motor sail along the coast under the lee of the land. 
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MAP OF HISPANIOLA 

 
 

People have asked me if the Windward Passage between Haiti and Cuba 
is dangerous. At the southeast corner of Cuba is the Guantánamo Naval 
Base. As you head southerly through the Windward Passage directly in front 
of you (on the Caribbean side) is the island of Navassa, which is owned by 
the United States and at times will have US drug interdiction boats in the 
area.  
 

Between Guantánamo to starboard and Navassa off the bow, I feel very 
safe. I would much rather come through the Windward passage, which is a 
southwest heading, with my sheets free enjoying my sail, knowing that I 
have a US Naval base within earshot and perhaps US ships off my bow, than 
transit the north coast of the DR with all of its hazards and no one in earshot.  
 

Once around the south side of the island of Hispaniola one is within a 
stone’s throw of Île à Vache.  It is best approached from the south west as 
that side is nearly clear of obstructions. The east side of the island is strewn 
with reefs and an entrance from that side should not be attempted.  This 
island is beautiful.  It is a TRIP BACK IN TIME that WILL TAKE YOUR 
HEART AND BREATH AWAY! 
 

The anchorage is at Port Morgan at the NW corner of the island. French 
owners have been running the Port Morgan hotel and fine restaurant for 
many years (www.port-morgan.com). Have dinner and retire to your 
anchorage in this beautiful and tranquil place. If you decide to stay and want 
to clear in, the hotel will make arrangements to go to the mainland and do it 
for you for a very small fee. There are no cars or electricity on the island and 
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the people are gentle and welcoming. I have always found the island and its 
anchorage charming and very, very safe.  
 

 
Anchorage at ÎLE à VACHE – the tranquil Baie de Feret 

 
 
 

OTHER APPROACHES TO HAITI:  
 
From the WEST on the SOUTH SIDE of Haiti 
 

Coming from Jamaica and points west, one will have the prevailing 
easterly trades as well as the westerly current against them.  To counter these 
adverse factors there are a number of strategies to consider.   

 
Both islands (Jamaica and Hispaniola) have high mountain ranges. As a 

result, at night the prevailing wind is usually reduced by the katabatic (heavy 
cold air that falls to sea level after sunset) winds from each island.  Winds 
will often be reduced in this “night shadow” between the north east side of 
Port Antonio, Jamaica, and the south west corner of Haiti.   
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A review of weather files will generally indicate a wind reduction in a 
“corridor” that is 5 to 10 miles wide.  The stronger the prevailing trades 
during the day, the less the effect of the katabatic winds.  The westerly set of 
the current is approximately one knot and is strongest as the moon becomes 
fuller. If a strong norther is blowing early in the tradewind season, one can 
wait for it to conclude and use the lull directly thereafter to make one’s 
easting.   
 
 

From the EAST on the SOUTH SIDE of Haiti 
 

Approaching Île à Vache and other points of Haiti from the east on the 
south side of the island, provides for a favorable wind in normal trade wind 
conditions and a favorable current of approximately one knot.  If 
approaching Île à Vache from the east, DO NOT attempt to go west along 
the north shore of Île à Vache as the east side of the island is strewn with 
reefs.   
 

From the east, continue west on the south side of Île à Vache until at the 
southwest corner of the island, at which point entry can be made simply by 
turning the southwest corner to the north and then proceeding east.   
 
 

From the SOUTH on the SOUTH SIDE of Haiti 
 

From the south side of the Caribbean Sea, the approach to Haiti must 
take into account a westerly set for the current.  As the current will be on the 
starboard beam, an adjustment to compass heading will be required to 
counter it.   
 

Depending on the time of the month, the current will flow westerly at 
approximately one knot.  In normal trade wind conditions, the easterly wind 
can make for a nice sail depending on your point of departure.  The farther 
west you start on your crossing north to Île à Vache, the closer the wind will 
be.   
 

From the coast of Columbia through the ABC islands, one should be 
able to make the southwest corner of Haiti on a starboard tack without great 
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effort.  One must plan carefully to avoid departing at the onset of a norther 
which will then require a beat into heavy seas.   

 
The earlier in the tradewind season, the more one will likely be to 

encounter a norther.  One should check weather very carefully, especially 
during December through the end of March when northers are most 
frequent. 
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

There are many ports in Haiti where one can clear in and clear out.  
Normally the requirement is a current passport for each member of the crew.  
In addition the ship’s papers and papers from the prior port need to be 
present. 
 

Haitian authorities will usually require a number of copies of the crew 
list (5).  Visas are issued for 90 days in most cases.  As part of entry 
procedure a cruising permit will be issued that allows you to sail in Haitian 
waters. 
 

These requirements represent the official requirements.  There is no 
charge for any of the entrance formalities, but in some of the harbors various 
“fees” have been assessed.  There have also been cases in which the port 
authorities have seen fit to “hold” the original passports until the boat 
departs.   
 

Should your port of entry be Île à Vache, the hotel at Port Morgan will 
take your papers for a small fee to Les Cayes and have them processed.   
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HAITIAN CULTURE 
 

ART 

 
 
 

Haitian art is very colorful and very descriptive, evoking deep feelings.  
As one might expect, it is eclectic since the prevailing African culture is 
blended with French overtones as well as Caribbean flavors in text and tone. 
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Scenes often depict the marketplace and/or animals, as well as people 

working in the fields.  The art makes a real attempt to overcome the ever 
pervasive poverty and desperation.  You will find different “schools” of art 
in different regions and towns in Haiti, but the one trait that is easily 
recognized is the vibrant colors regardless of the subject matter. 
 
 

 
Typical Haitian market scene 

 
 

Haitians were originally brought over on slave ships from West Africa, 
primarily Togo and Benin.  The majority of the population of the entire 
Caribbean has a strong but diverse African ancestry. In most of the countries 
and islands of the Caribbean, the origins of people of African descent cannot 
be so readily identified; their cultural and artistic influences come from 
many different areas of Africa.  This is not the case in Haiti.   
 

It is noteworthy that after so many generations Haitians today retain a 
distinct West African appearance and express that unique identity artistically 
and culturally.   
 

Some 80-85% of Haitians are of predominantly West African descent. 
The remainder of the population is primarily mulatto. There are also tiny 
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Arab, Asian and White communities. Hispanic residents in Haiti are mostly 
Cuban and Dominican.   
 
 

 
Benin, Africa 

 
 

 
HAITI 

 
It is not a coincidence that Haitian women bear a marked  

resemblance to African women from Benin and Togo. 
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MUSIC 
 

Compas is a musical genre as well as a dance that originates from Haïti. 
It was named by the Haitian jazz great Nemours Jean-Baptiste on a 
recording released in 1955. The name derives from the Spanish word 
meaning rhythm or tones.  It involves a medium-to-fast tempo, and shares 
with other Caribbean styles of music a pulsating drum beat.  The lyrics are 
typically in Haitian Creole.  Sometimes it is referred to as kompa, which is a 
combination of French and Spanish with African drums.  You can sample 
compas on YouTube, which features a number of videos from compas 
festivals in places like Montreal, Boston, New York, and Miami.   
 

The Meringue is another Afrolatin music very popular in Haiti.  Some 
say it came to Haiti from the Dominican Republic and others say the reverse.  
Whatever its source, many consider it the national dance of Haiti. 
 
 

 
Meringue----national dance of Haiti 
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FOOD 
 

The cuisine of Haiti is comprised of African, Taino (indigenous), and 
European influences.  Rice and beans is a mainstay as are chicken, goat and 
pork.  Plantains are also a staple and are usually eaten fried.   

 
Most dishes are seasoned with Epis, which is made from scallions, small 

green or red peppers, parsley, garlic and vegetable oil.  Once you have eaten 
a few of the local dishes you will immediately come to recognize this 
distinctive flavor. 
 
 

 
The typical Haitian plate, much like the Dominican plate, 

will include the ever present fried plantains 
 
 

SOCIETY 
 

Haiti is a country of extreme poverty with pockets of extreme wealth.  
Most of those who live outside the cities farm small rented plots of land in 
order to feed themselves and earn an income. The average Haitian earns 
$400.00 US per year and has a life expectancy of 53 years.  Cities in Haiti 
are crowded and all of the problems of poverty and lack of education 
surface.   
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Haiti became an independent country when it broke in rebellion from 
French rule in 1804.  However, throughout its history, its political structure 
has not been stable and abuses to the system have been frequent.  As a result, 
most Haitians do not have a strong belief in their government’s capacity to 
protect them or to dole out justice.  This coupled with poor economic 
opportunity has made Haiti the poorest of all Caribbean countries. There are 
deep and bitter divisions between blacks (about 95% of the population) and 
mulattos (about 5%).  
 

While blacks have always had an overwhelming majority, mulattos have 
had advantages within education, government and the military. Most 
mulattos speak French, the language of higher education and most job 
opportunities, while the vast majority of Haitians speak Creole.  

 
This two-tiered social system is perhaps the greatest barrier to Haiti 

coming into its own as a stable and successful Caribbean nation. 
Additionally Haiti has been prone to natural disaster as evidenced by its long 
history of hurricanes, floods, and other disasters.  
 

Despite all of their problems, you will find most Haitians hopeful for the 
future.  Haitians very much know how to make do.  You will find the 
majority of them to be a gentle and dignified people, notwithstanding their 
poverty.  Nonetheless, if you visit one of the poorer areas and you make 
someone a gift, you will be overrun with people.  Do not make individual 
gifts.  If you give, give through an established channel.   
 
 

RELIGION 
 

The overwhelming majority of Haitians are Roman Catholic.  About 
20% are Christian of various Protestant sects.  Voodoo is a fusion of many 
traditions.  Many Haitians practice Voodoo alongside Christianity.  Voodoo 
is a pantheistic African religion which incorporates some Christian traditions 
and saints.  Rituals commemorating the lwa (spirits) include dancing, 
drumming and spirit possessions.  Ceremonies are held to heal disease or 
end bad luck, among other reasons.  
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A vévé is a religious symbol commonly used in voodoo. It calls in the 
particular Iwa or Loa being invoked, and then serves as the spirit’s 
representation during rituals. 

 
A vévé is drawn on the floor or ground by strewing a powdery 

substance, usually cornmeal and wood ash in Haiti, to make a design. There 
are hundreds of spirits or loa and as many vévés.  
 

 
Six examples of vévés 

 
 

 
Drawing the vévé 

 
 

The music, drumming and dancing associated with Voodoo or Vodoun 
rituals have become an important part of Haitian pop culture. 
 

Drapos or spirit flags are used during Voodoo ceremonies to honor the 
spirits and to summon their energies.  They are most often made of satin or 
rayon and decorated with beads or sequins, sometimes as many as 20,000.  
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The design of the Drapo varies according to the purpose and the spirit that is 
being invoked.  
 
 

 
La Sirene Vodou Banner (drapo) 

Evelyn Alcide, Port-au-Prince 
(Indigo Arts Gallery, Philadelphia) 
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A NOTE ON VOODOO 
 

Generally Haitians will avoid sharing Voodoo 
ceremonies with foreigners.  Many Haitians will 
smile and tell you that Voodoo is a superstition 
that they do not believe in.   

 
However, Voodoo is pervasive in Haiti and 

most Haitians believe in it at one level or another.  
Do not make negative comments about Voodoo.  
It is best to be interested and observant and leave 
it at that. 
 

Avoid any discussion in which you share your 
opinion as you can cause insult without realizing 
it. 
 
 

If you like a 
Haitian Drapo, 
you will find 
that they can 
be purchased.   

However, one 
must take care 
not to deal 
with Drapos in 
any way but 
respectfully.  
Haitians take 
Drapos 
seriously on 
two counts.   

First, many 
Haitians 
believe 
deeply in their 
power.   

Secondly, they 
are 
considered a 
sacred art 
form. 

They are 
considered 
Haiti’s finest 
form of Folk 
Art. 
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CRUISING HAITI 
 

It is truly my hope that one day this guide may offer the cruising sailor a 
whole range of interesting harbors and anchorages.  However, at this time, 
except for a cruising sailor who is adventurous outside the norm, Haiti is not 
a safe cruising area.  There are principally two reasons for this.  
 

The first is that the government is not stable and thus law and order do 
not always prevail.  Tourists in Haiti stay at a number of locations and hotels 
around the island.  However, bringing a cruising yacht into Haiti is a 
different matter than occupying a hotel room.  Economically, Haiti is so 
impoverished that you will appear to be living in a floating palace.  Neither 
the average Haitian, nor Haitian authorities, is familiar with cruising yachts 
and this can lead to any number of complications. 
 

The second reason is that for most people to encounter the kind of 
poverty that is prevalent in Haiti is a unique and overwhelming experience.  
Most will be prompted to give something to the many who will ask for used 
clothing, work, money etc.  Once you give help to one, you will be overrun 
with people day and night, and there will be arguments over who received 
and who did not receive.  In short, most of us are not equipped to deal with 
such an experience and it is best to avoid it. 
 

The exception for cruisers is Île à Vache, at the southwest corner of 
Haiti, an island that has a long history of dealing with cruising yachts.  For 
centuries boats have been dropping their anchor at “Cow Island” and you 
will find the area safe and extraordinary.  If you want to visit Haiti, and have 
avoided it due to all the problems mentioned above, you can get the “Haitian 
experience” at Île à Vache.   
 

If you choose to cruise areas other than Île à Vache, you must take every 
precaution.  First and foremost you must speak French.  If you do not speak 
French you will not be able to communicate with the majority of people you 
will meet.   
 

Additionally, at Île à Vache, you can make inquiries and engage a 
Haitian guide.  There are a number of responsible individuals whom you can 
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retain very reasonably to be with you on your cruise through Haiti.  It would 
also be wise to have an inventory of T shirts and various children’s clothes 
as well as pencils and notebooks.  While these should not be given out 
“helter skelter”, you may very well find yourself in an appropriate situation.   
 

It should be noted that Aids is epidemic in Haiti; the country has the 
highest infection rate in the Caribbean.  Dengue fever is also rampant. No 
water of any type should be consumed, other than bottled water.  Any fresh 
produce that you obtain must be washed in bottled water before being 
consumed.  If you fill your water tanks in Haiti, do not use the water to 
brush your teeth.   
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PORTS AND PORT DETAILS 
 

Île à Vache is listed first here in Port Details although this is out of 
normal order on the Port Reference list. The reason is simple; it is THE 
significant cruising destination in Haiti at this time. 
 
 

Île à Vache 
18°06.72N 73°41.84W   (Just north of Baie de Feret) 
 

 
ÎLE à VACHE across from LES CAYES on the mainland 

 
 

As you round Pointe Ouest to enter the Baie de Feret, you will almost 
certainly see ‘Bois-Fouilles,’ the native sailing boats, between the Haitian 
mainland and the island of La Vache. They carry a disproportional amount 
of sail with the crew standing on boards to balance their fine craft.  
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The smaller boats are used for fishing and the larger ones for moving 
cargo and people between the island and the mainland. Since they have no 
engines, when the wind drops they use long oars for propulsion. These craft 
are one of the few remaining examples of sailing craft whose design hasn’t 
changed for generations. 
 

GOOSE WINGED BOIS FOUILLE 
 
 

The Bay of Feret provides a wide entrance (see note after chartlet below) 
to this idyllic natural harbor. You may anchor in the bay, although as it 
sweeps around to port the shelter gets even better. Steep hills cocoon the 
anchorage from all points and the final basin is quite likely to be as still as a 
millpond, whatever the weather offshore. 
 

The anchorage is named Port Morgan after Henry Morgan who, 
amongst other pirates, is said to have sheltered there. 
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WEST END OF ÎLE à VACHE 

 
 
 
 
BAIE A FERET 
 
Navigational Warning: On entering bay give starboard side a good 
margin due to the shoal on the west side of the bay ~ in other words, 
favor port entering Baie à Feret 
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BAIE à FERET 

 
 

Anchor in twenty feet of water in hard sand, turn off your engine and 
enter the tranquility of this magical place.  Don’t be concerned when 
adventurous children paddle dug-out canoes over to greet you.  You will find 
them polite.  If you give them candy or a snack, expect to have a horde 
follow them looking for the same thing.   
 

Overlooking the bay is the Hotel Port Morgan, tastefully built into the 
hillside (www.port-morgan.com).  The hotel has a fine \ 
restaurant serving local produce with a French flavor. 
 

The proprietor of the hotel can help you with fuel and water, as well as 
immigration if you choose to stay. They take your documents to the 

mainland and return them to you for a small fee. As a result 
there is no need for you to go personally. 
 

The land around the bay which is the village of Caille 
Coq has only scattered housing with no electricity or 

running water. Take a walk through the trees and meet the locals. They will 
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welcome you to witness their uncomplicated lifestyle. There are no cars on 
the island; just horses and a few bicycles. 

 
 

 
We treated to a lunch of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 

—they drew pictures afterwards 
 
 

 
PORT MORGAN ANCHORAGE in the BAIE à FERET at the village of CAILLE COQ 

 
 

Provisions are brought in by the sailing bois-fouilles from Les Cayes on 
the mainland to the village of Madame Bernard a couple of miles east of the 
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anchorage. An open market is held on Mondays and Thursdays. With its 
spicy smells and hustle and bustle, the market is something to savor; a 
moment right out of National Geographic.    

 
If the weather is settled you can take your dinghy to the market and 

leave your boat anchored at Port Morgan. You can have your dinghy 
watched by one of the youngsters for a small tip. Should you desire, you can 
take a guide with you from the village for a small fee.  He can come with 
you in the dinghy or you can walk it, if you do not mind an hour’s walk. 
 

There are various services in the village.  The Kaliko Bar and Restaurant 
is run by Jean Jean and his wife Rosemina.  Jean Jean will come by your 
boat to take reservations.  Place your order the day before you want to visit 
so he has time to prepare the meal.  You can dinghy over to his 
bar/restaurant which is on the beach on the west side of the bay or tie up to 
the hotel dock and walk through the village.  Also there is Vilna Laundry 
Service. 
 

Vilna and her husband Dou Dou will come out to the boat to see if you 
need laundry done.  This will cost $6 USD or 240 Gourdas per load.  They 
also prepare dinners for cruisers at their home.   
 

Local guides are readily available and they will pave the way for your 
exploration.  Use your camera with discretion and get your guide to ask 
permission to photograph if you have any doubt.  Many Haitians do not like 
their picture taken and can become upset if you decide to take unauthorized 
photos. 
 

This is a place you will never forget where the clock stopped many years 
ago. 
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The enchanting grounds of the hotel at Port Morgan 

 
 
 

 
Village of CAILLE COQ 
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Pathway in the village 

 
 
Making a difference on Île à Vache 
 
When you visit the village of Madame Bernard, you may choose to visit the 
Sister Flora Orphanage.  
 
 

 
SISTER FLORA 

 
Sister Flora is a tiny French Canadian woman who has worked on Île à 

Vache since 1967. A successful fundraiser and administrator, she has created 
an effective organization for helping orphans and other people in need.  
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She operates a school that has places for 60 students but cares for over 
400 children, including physically and mentally handicapped children and 
teenagers. Her organization has managed to staff and equip a specialized 
ward, school and other operations through donations.   

 
Here is a place where, if you are inclined, a donation of goods or money 

helps not just one person for an afternoon, but many for years. Should you 
decide to bring supplies to the orphanage, the organization has a boat which 
will come to the anchorage to accept your generosity.  Antibiotics and 
medicines are always appreciated as well as clothes and school supplies.  
Contact them through the Port Morgan Hotel. 
 

Additionally, the non-profit FRIENDS OF ÎLE à VACHE HAITI, 
established in Canada in 1999, helps the people of the island through 
sustainable economic development.  It reaches out to the public to fund its 
many ongoing and developmental projects on the island.   
 

The purpose of all FRIENDS’ efforts is to demonstrate what can be done 
and how to break the continuous aid cycle. Its efforts may seem simple yet 
are life changing for the residents and have the potential to make Île à Vache 
an even more desirable cruising destination.  
 

Everything developed on the island can be transplanted to anywhere else 
in Haiti. For example, donations of simple tools as well as sails and rigging 
create jobs increases the harvest from the sea. 
 

Two of the most important continuing initiatives are finding sustainable 
ways to provide fresh food and deliver clean water.  The group developed a 
rainwater cistern collection plan and has so far strategically placed over 40 
cisterns around the island. The cistern project now not only provides clean 
water, but trains and employs local people in the skills required for 
construction and management of the systems.  
 

The Friends organization was born during a search for the wreck of the 
original Canadian icon, the BLUENOSE, which sank off the Île à Vache 
coast in 1946.  It is no surprise then that the Friends are working with the 
government to establish the Île à Vache Marine Park to protect the 
underwater history of shipwrecks that surrounds the island, a project that 
will lay the groundwork for tourism and the jobs and improved local 
economy that will follow.  
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Every cent donated to the Friends of Île à Vache Haiti makes its way to 

the Haitian population. Not one cent goes to overhead, an enviable claim in 
the non-profit world. Donation of goods, services, or money would help 
prime the pump of basic sanitation and health through access to clean water, 
boost nutrition through adequate locally grown food, and economic 
wellbeing because of the jobs generated.  
 

Recognizing that the children of today are the cure for Haiti tomorrow 
and that education is the key, the Friends’ TEACHERS FOR HAITI 
program aims to improve teacher education to raise the standard of 
education.   
 

It has taken 500 years for this part of Hispaniola to slip down to the level 
it is at.  It will take several generations to finally pick itself up.  What 
happens on Île à Vache today can make a difference for the entire country. 

 
For more information on Friends of Île à Vache Haiti you can write to: 

friendsofileavache@gmail.com or visit the web site: 
http://www.friendsofileavachehaiti.com/welcome.php 
 

Whether it is the schools, fish farms, fresh water collection projects, the 
Sister Flora Orphanage, the Madame Bernard Market, the quaint village of 
Caille Coq, the Port Morgan Hotel or just the beauty of the anchorage, you 
will find Île à Vache to be an extraordinary place to visit.   
 

 
Sister Flora Orphanage 

mailto:friendsofileavache@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofileavachehaiti.com/welcome.php
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No one goes to school without their uniform and getting their hair done! 

 
 

At this point we return to the order of the Port References as listed on 
page 8. 
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NORTH PENINSULA 
 

Fort Liberté Bay 
19 43.17N  071 50.67  (just north of entrance to Bay) 
 

 
FORT LIBERTE BAY 

 
 

This is the first major bay in Haiti heading west from the border with the 
Dominican Republic.  Five miles east of Fort Liberté Bay is Manzanillo Bay 
located in the DR just past the Massacre River.  The entrance to the Bay is 
narrow and enters between West Point and Saint Louis Redoute, which 
extends out on the east shore.  You will see the ruins of the old fort as you 
approach the entrance.   
 

The midchannel is clear of obstructions and will allow you to enter this 
nearly landlocked harbor.  Depths in the bay are good, ranging from 6 to 60 
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feet.  If you are entering you can clear at Fort Liberté town.  There is a long 
pier on the western side of the entrance channel.   
 
 

Cap Haitien 
19 47.37N  072 11.07W  (point just north of #1) 
 

As you close on Cap Haitien, you must take note of the numerous reefs 
in the area.  The water is often clouded due to rain runoff and every 
precaution must be taken.  The channel is well marked and there is a dock 
where you can tie up to visit the port captain.  The dock area is centrally 
located and there will always be a crowd of people.  In Cap Haitien you will 
find many people who can speak English.  

 
 From Cap Haitien the Citadelle (Citadel) of Christophe is less than 20 

miles south, the last seven miles from the town of Milot an uphill trail 
perhaps better traversed on horseback unless one is an experienced hiker. 

 
The Citadel may already be familiar to you as its likeness is featured on 

Haitian currency and stamps. It is a monument of great historical and 
cultural significance for Haitians.  

 
This amazing structure, the largest fortress in the Americas, was built as 

part of an ambitious system of fortifications surrounding Port-au-Prince to 
defend against French attack in the wake of Haitian independence. 

 
The Citadel is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and well worth the effort 

to see it. 
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CITADELLE OF CHRISTOPHE 

 

 

Port-de-Paix 
19 56.80N  072 49.99W  (Just north of entrance) 
 
Port de Paix is a port of entry located about halfway between Cap du Mole 
and Cap Haitian.  It is the second largest town on the north coast of Haiti.  
This harbor is subject to a surge and in a norther is untenable.  The holding 
is poor and clearing in at this location should be reserved for really settled 
weather.   
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Some of Haiti’s notable musicians, poets, writers, intellectuals and 
politicians are from Port-de-Paix. The town is considered to be one of the 
more stable in Haiti.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dock at Port-de-Paix with local fishing boats alongside 
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Île de Tortue (Tortuga Island) 
19 59.75 N  072 42.54W   (just south of entrance) 
 

 
Île de Tortue (Turtle Island)  

 
 

This island is about 20 miles long by 3 to 4 miles wide.  Its only 
anchorage is at Basse Terre at the southeast point.  However there are 
fringing reefs and entry is not straightforward.  There is a village at Basse 
Terre and you will see fishing boats at anchor.  The island has always been a 
Haitian boat building center and many wooden sailboats and pirogues are 
still made there, by hand. 
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Acul Bay 
19 46.55N  72 19.73W   (just north of entrance to Bay) 
 

 
ACUL BAY 

 
 

This bay is extremely large and goes deep into the surrounding 
countryside.  The entrance is 10 miles west of Cap Haitian.  The anchorage 
is in Lombard Cove, one of the best protected anchorages on the north shore 
of Hispaniola and especially useful in a strong norther.  While the bay is 
open to the north, it is protected by reefs that keep it calm inside.   

 
Proceeding west from Cap Haitien there are numerous coral heads just 

below the surface.  If you are moving in that direction, it is best to stand 
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offshore a mile or so.  The channel into the bay is unmarked and careful 
attention to navigation is warranted.   

 
The area around Acul Bay is much less crowded than Cap Haitian and 

you will encounter many fewer people waiting for you to give them 
something. 
 
 

WEST SIDE 
 

Port-au-Prince 
18 33.64N  072 23.18  (just east of entrance to the harbor) 
 

 
PORT-AU-PRINCE~CAPITAL OF HAITI 

 
 

Port-au-Prince Harbor is a commercial harbor, open to the west with 
some shelter from reefs and shoals.  Port-au-Prince is the capital of Haiti, 
densely populated at nearly one million people.  The damage inflicted by the 
earthquake which struck in 2010 was so severe as to render the city unable 
to operate.   
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Basic services are now either nonexistent or so severely reduced that 
they might as well be.  It will be many years before Port-au-Prince returns to 
a semblance of order and until that time, cruising yachts should avoid this 
area. 
 
 

SOUTH PENINSULA 
 

Baradaires Bay 
18 33.25N  073 33.45W 
 

 
BARADAIRES BAY 

 
This is the largest bay on the southern peninsula.  It has many good 

anchorages and if you would like to sample Haitian life in basic fishing 
villages of an earlier era you will find that here.   
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Entrance into the bay is straightforward.  If you speak with a local 
fisherman, he can take you in your dinghy or his pirogue up river a few 
miles through the Baradaires River to the town of Baradaires.  The trip up 
river will take you back in time 50 years or more to a level of primitive 
living now rarely seen.  Be sure you leave someone on your boat to watch it.  
Leave it locked and well anchored. 
 

You will find most of the people in this very rural area uncommonly 
polite.  There is a small cay, Rum Cay, as well as a little island, Cabrit, 
which are worth a look.  At the western end of the bay is the entrance to a 
small fjord.  The mountainous south side of the bay makes for a dramatic 
anchorage.  Since the bay lies at the extreme western edge of the 
earthquake’s epicenter, the impact was much less devastating than in Port-
au-Prince.   

 
For the adventurous, you will find Baradaires Bay offers all the 

remoteness of a trip to the interior of the African Continent.   
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Les Cayes 
18 11.15N  073 44.40W  (just southeast of entrance to harbor) 
 

 
LES CAYES 

 
 

This town is a small commercial port across the water just a few miles 
northwest of Ile a Vache.  There are some provisions available in the town. 
Les Cayes with a population of 60,000 is an interesting place to visit to 
experience a typical Haitian town. 
 

The best spot to anchor is in the inner anchorage off the town, in 12’ just 
northeast of the pier. 
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Downtown Les Cayes 

 
 
 

 
Children of Les Cayes -- or perhaps angels 
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Haitian fishing boats anchored at Les Cayes 
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Jacmel 
18 13.79N  072 32.19W  (just south of commercial dock) 
 

 
Jacmel 

 
 

The town, built on a hillside, is very attractive.  The architecture is 
distinctively French.  There is a large commercial pier close to the customs 
house and you can anchor safely in 10’ to 15’ of water.  You can clear in or 
out at Jacmel.  The shelter against the trade winds is excellent but if the wind 
goes to the southeast or south, the anchorage is exposed.  The holding is 
excellent in a mud bottom. 
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Jacmel is a pretty town with French architecture 

 
 

 
Fruits and vegetables are sold throughout the town at small stands 
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Jacmel was hit hard by the earthquake in 2010 and sustained a great deal of 
damage.  Relief efforts have been concentrated mostly on Port au Prince and 
as a result, Jacmel has lagged in its recovery.  When Jacmel is once again 
stable, it will be a nice town to use to clear out on the way to the Dominican 
Republic. 
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Frank Virgintino is a native New Yorker.  His sailing background of 

over forty years covers the Canadian Maritimes, all of the eastern seaboard 
of the United States and the entire Caribbean, many times over.  Aside from 
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cruising he has spent the better part of his career building and administering 
marinas.  

 
In the process of writing this guide all of the harbors listed were 

personally researched as was all of the information about, and knowledge of, 
Haiti contained in the guide.  It is hoped that this guide will make Haiti 
easier to access and understand. 

 
The author believes that this guide should serve as an excellent source of 

information for this vast and beautiful island although it should not be used 
for navigation at any time. All charts, latitude and longitude positions given, 
and inserts exhibited should be used as a frame of reference only. 
Navigation should only be undertaken with appropriate charts of the area. 

 
Anchorages, harbors and facilities are dynamic and thus in a state of 

constant change.  This cruising guide should be a tool that provides for 
insight and basis for your research, but it is a “guide” only.   

 
You can make comments, ask questions or suggest changes right here on 

the site or by writing to fvirgintino@gmail.com 
FAIR WINDS & GREAT CRUISING! 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTE:  It bears repeating: Please keep in mind that cruising 
guides are not meant to be used for navigation.  They are GUIDES to assist 
and enhance cruising and should only be used for reference.   
 

All of the Latitudes and Longitudes provided here are given to the best 
of the author’s ability.  However, they should never be relied on.  The 
skipper of the boat must remember that he/she has the sole responsibility for 
proper navigation.   

 
Additionally, facts and circumstances related to statements made in the 

guide can change; sometimes facilities and services that existed during the 
writing of the guide may no longer be available. 
 

mailto:fvirgintino@gmail.com
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